GANG RAPE: The Perspectives of Moto-taxi Drivers across Cambodia
A Rapid Country Wide Assesment

Tong Soprach, Playing Safe Project Officer, CARE International in Cambodia
XXV IUSSP International Population Conference, July 18-23, 2005, Tours, France

. Fig. 1 o Poerpressure: ‘I knowthet Aadkis not good .. I hene asistertoo ... but hypothesis. However, whilst knowledge of bauk existed in each province and
oduction E— - _ 1ny fencs fxce s [fox earple] there are ten fiends and e ... 1 city, in two provinces, Odor Mean Chey and Mondulkii, moio-dhg-drivers had
o ol Bakintrsron canot stay by myself” [Bul, 21] (Bearugs 200391). ot heard of any instances of hauk that had occurred locally. It should be noted
. “We think we will not be able to stop [beuk] as long as we still have irany that 87.2% of moto-dup-drivers who reported having heard of bauk stated that
r"%?yam“e' mﬂmmaﬁgmgmmww- o o fiencs who enoourage 5 o do 5010 prove ax ftfiness to fends. they had heard this either directly from commercial sex workers, the perpetrators
ﬁnlhenﬁjd reference to plus (+) ?:mmpg; I‘aso$ein reoer: sl e = (Wllien WOXB) _ themselves, or from a mixture of both sources. This provides an indication that
yeastobepommylsedammyungpeédeasaodloqjal u il — o Conoeptions of Masculinity: ‘T like bk because I follow my friends to information about bauk is not sinply being spread through rumors passed
i . WA mma beaman” [Lion, 17] (B 200389 among moto-dup-drivers themselves.
erenostothe practios of gang rape (bauk): NANERENEEA. o Sctred Hearchy et 0 Gencer nd St ey e sx vry
. . roughly with rre. . they spoke tonre very badly and - called e as if T was &
1. One (uaﬁmp&o:ﬁ the services of a commerda sex %}gfqﬂwﬁs{}f@@f Zfig@f%f‘%ﬁﬁf ananingl. [Solime-sex warke] Giant; 200429), Recommendatlons
ZSheis‘td@magmt-tuse,w\ere.auha%cxnnrenﬂe £5¢ *’i}i ify f ’?@W‘Y“Im&mwmwmﬂfgm
it il . , just only with prostitutes or s.” [Doc, 22] (Bearup; 2003:87) L . .
N mmﬁmg&wﬁﬂf@mwmtmam e o Drug Use: affer we use ciugs we feel beppy, noed sex and we are brave. Inplications for Youth Sexual & Reproductive Health Programs:
acconpanied by violence (Fletcher & Wilkinson, PSI; 2002) *Only in two provinces, had mofo-faxi drivers had not heard of local incidences of bauk Oin-[&lh l?l(iﬁmzfm% « Giving out is ot enough - We need o o safe and
. _— i i i i . - i ible sex, providing information and education about human rights
There have only been 4 previous studies, both qualitative and Fig. 2 . Ewdﬂmﬂnthzklsmhmtedtose(wﬂﬂs f(r‘neanirr'yﬁlmk responst
quantitative, undertaken into this is issue in Phnom Penh. These study we also use bk with the studert. T just have sex with that girl like a and sexual consent. ) ] )
draw attention to: shared cuitural conoeptions of mesculinity, ferrininity ) o sweetheart, two or three tines. After tht I call to ry fiiends to bauk her o Improve access to free counseling and health services for survivors of
: { j The Source from Which Moto-taxi drivers Heard of ‘Bauk’ P
and hierarchy; lack of understanding of hurmen rights and sexual consent; and then I break up with her” [Sporty, 20] (Bearup; 2003:91). rape . )
peer pressure anongst men; a cuture of impunity and lack of . ) . . o Address social and recreational gaps for youth
govemment capadity rendering pdlice and judicial systems largely 6% B onmerial Sox Worers rape The results fromthis study local incidences of show thet knowledge of e Use role models to stimulate positive behaviour change among young
impotert; and the role of poverty pushing commerdial sex workers to risk B Ropetrators bauk anongst noto-taxi drivers wes found in every urban certre, men — recruiting ‘cool” peer educators and provide them structured
their safety in order to survive. 8 Both comrercial Sex Wbrers/ exoept for in the two provinces of Qudor Mean Chey and Mondulkiri. opportunities to educate their peers.
whet haxs been othis poirtis rotheedert of o sers & pape The areas in which the highest propartion of noto-taxi drivers related e Contribute to strengthening the legal and regulatory environment by
gang rape in wider Cambodia. It is out of a desire to gain a greater 248% 7% 11% - ) incidences of bavk could generally be categorisod as- populated, ising awaseness of the problem o . .
fation of the extent of this issue that this study of the perspective of lm:wssmne bustling ‘growtt certres of Canrbodia e Encourage young men to take responsibility for their sexual behaviour
appreiation " and for the problers of HIV and STI’s facing young people.
moto-taxi drivers across Cambodia has been undertaken. Fi 3 These findings would generally suggest that as cities becone nore
18- populated there is more likelihood youth involverrent in gang rape o 3
Methodolo oxiss. Playing Safe Project
gy Estimated Age of Perpetrator
It is significart that the conmrercial sex workers were able to talk o Currently the UNFPA and EU is funding a project called Playing
This study does not represent an attenpt to conpletely quantify the issue of @15-17 years old about their experiences of rape with noto-cip-drivers. Perhaps this Safeun@a'.the(RHlY/-\.).'l'l'_lepl‘qect isooa‘dinateqt?yCARE
gangrape in Canbodia. The working hypothesis for the study is autlined below: o v finding should cause us to consider whet role CSW's could be playing Cambodia in partnership with Khmer Youth Association. The
£ 24-30 years @ offxts and project adopts a rights based, youth empowerment approach
. . . B30+ years old anongst advocacy 1o stop rape, prorote gender awareness ) ' X
Knowledge and local practice of gang rape bk’ exists outside of hurren rights. while conmrercial sex workers are not the only worren which seeks to promote safe and responsible sexual behaviour
PhvomPerhindll of the whan centres in Ganbodia’s provincial areas. L . YW as modem and cooal in the context of recreational and sporting
insociety whoare raped, but they might be the only woren willing to adtivities.
) S . talk publicly about it.
bl et el it g e of o s g e s i e -
were recrited and trined by td arﬂvﬂe i o Fig- 4 because of the willingness of both the victins and the perpetratars to ) N
et four areas for rferviewing i 'Iﬂn‘rdsi uhin! speak about the problem However, it is arguable that gang rape is a 1. Peer Education Training
ertify terty intervieving within their desigrted rben certre Estiated Wealth of the Perpef very visible synptom of a mmuch larger societal problem of non- 2. Youth Centre Activities
In each uben centre, There were 8 nototaxi drivers interviewing was . . ‘ 3. Outreach Activities
Unchrtoken over 2 nights in two recHlight areas between Spmand 1ipmand over 34% consersual sex in Canrbodia tht is kept very quiet. The treatment of
[pm p 14.5% . . . . 4. Research, Advocacy & Youth Network
2 nomings between Samand 6am outside of gaesthouse/acconmrodation areas ‘ rrm‘ly(xnrmual sex workars E@aaﬂearﬂﬂarstﬁmrg
on foot and took the rick offered by 192 noto-taxi drivers (thereby reducing N aRch difficult to fathom yet perbaps there is sone serse of enpowenert
interviewer selection bias).. The data was collected over two days on Saturday 0 Aerage mbemgddetogﬁakatﬂﬂrdqeﬁmstoﬂe_\a@mdnlmbem
and Sunday between the 27" and 28" of Decerrber 2003, In addition to trairing oPoor parpetrated against them Perhaps for the nmjority of women who
and reporting by telephone, the assistant researchers were encouraged to call for Thave suffered rape in Canbodia, and those who continue to suffer
24 hour support throughout the data collection period if required physically and psychologically, their traunm is bome everyday in
silence and isolation.

The survey found the mototaxd dhivers knew about locdl instances of
gang rape axoss dnost dl urben centres in Canrbodia, exogpt Odor
Mean Chey and Monduikii where only norHocd instances were
reparted. The overall findings indicated thet 61%(117) of the 192 noto-taxi
drivers interviewed had heard of incidences of k. Ofthese, 50%/ohad heard of
an incident in the past 2 months. The nejority of notor drivers identified
perpetratars of Aauk as being of average wealth and of being aged between 18
and 23 years of age.

, ; Conclusion
Discussion

The working hypothesis for the study was:

These are the causes of influencing factors encouraging young people’s
involvement in gang rape as cited in previous studies based in Phnom Penh.
Causes and Influencing Factors:

* Male bonding and saving money: “We want our friends to enjoy [bauk] Knowledge of gang rape existed amongst 61% of the moto-taxi drivers spread

withus; - close friends always share things together and its an economical o010yt each of the 24 provinces and cities, partially supporting the stud
way to have sex.” [Ploy, 21] (Bearup; 2003:88). ughou pro , partially supporting ly

Knowledge and local practice of gang rape (bauk) exists outside of
Phnom Penh in all of the urban centres in Cambodia’s provincial areas. Van Outreach Activity: Peer educators have been talking to
the young males on sexual and reproductive health - safe
and responsible sex.
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